THE    GREAT    WAR

be attended to; but when it was all over it was
best to forget it.'

However, if that is the attitude of the individual
women who served their country during the Great
War, and if little has been said even in Poland
about their tremendous services, the heroic part
played by the women of Poland in re-conquering
their country's independence will live in the
hearts of the Polish people for ever. The surviving
former women spies are to-day middle-aged wives
and mothers and it is as such that they have
experienced the fresh catastrophe that has befallen
their country. The fact that they never occupied
leading positions in the independent Poland which
they had helped to create was not due to national
ingratitude, but to the national mentality, which
takes it for granted that a woman is happiest
at home.

Before we conclude this chapter let us, by way
of a modest memorial, mention some of the
Polish women who died for the national cause.

Wanda Szafir fought and died in the firing line
at Suwalki, on the northern frontier. Mme
Linzenbarth was tortured to death in Kiev for
refusing to give away her comrades. Her mother
was executed at the same time because she had
proudly claimed to have brought up her daughter
in the patriotic spirit. Mile Stanislawa Poplawska
was also murdered in Kiev. Mile Latallo, who
rendered brilliant service as an intelligence officer
was caught in the woods of Minsk while carrying
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